
Art
Year 3 Term 1

What I should already know:
Show an understanding of different tones using pencils. 
Identify techniques by looking at a range of artist’s work.

Mix colours primary colours together to create secondary colours. 
Create a colour wheel to demonstrate understanding of colours. 

What I will learn:
How to closely study the different aspects of the river and choose how to 

represent this in the painting.
We will learn how to use a range of watercolour techniques including 

blending colours, creating a graded wash, lifting off paint and making a 
gradient.

Word Definition

blending Mixing two colours to make a 
new colour

Gradient Mixing two colours gradually, 
without a clear start and end 
of the colours

Graded wash Starting with a dark colour 
and adding water until it 
becomes a lighter shade.

Lifting off paint Removing part of the paint.

Key Vocabulary

This term we will be taking inspiration from the UK’s rivers to create a watercolour painting of a 
river bank.

Gradients


