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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 
 

Aim 

At South Avenue Primary School, we are strongly committed to the value that the Early Years Foundation 
stage plays in the development of children’s learning. We aim to provide the highest quality care and 
education for all our children and strive to give them a strong foundation for their future learning. We are 
dedicated to ensuring that our children develop as independent and collaborative learners. We endeavor to 
develop a deep love of learning and a thirst for enquiry. It is essential that we provide a curriculum that 
enables each child to develop personally, socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically and creatively to their full 
potential. We ensure all children have a secure and confident start to their school life. 

This policy aims to ensure: 

• That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of 
knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life 

• Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no 
child gets left behind 

• A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers 

• Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory 
practice 

 

As outlined in the EYFS ‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to fulfill their potential. 
A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and 
happy childhood is important in its own right and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of 
their abilities and talents as they grow up.’ (Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Handbook – Department for 
Children, Schools and Families 2021) 

Legislation  

This policy is based on requirements set out in the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
It sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five as effective from 1st 
September 2021. We adhere to the statutory framework and the four guiding principles that shape practice 
within Early Years settings; 

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured. 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to 
their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents/carers. 

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

 

A Unique Child  

We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient, capable, confident and              
self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and 
dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement, as well as 
celebration times and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning.  
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Inclusion/Special Educational Needs (SEND)  

In EYFS we aim to identify the needs of pupils with SEND as early as possible. This is most effectively done 
by gathering information from parents, education, health and care services and nurseries prior to the child’s 
entry into the school.  

• Monitor the progress of all pupils in order to aid the identification of pupils with SEND. Continuous 
monitoring of those pupils with SEND by their teachers will help to ensure that they are able to reach 
their full potential.  

• Make appropriate provision which endeavor to overcome barriers to learning and ensure pupils with 
SEND have full access to the National Curriculum. This will be coordinated by the SENDCo and 
Inclusion Leader and will be carefully monitored and regularly reviewed in order to ensure that 
individual targets are being met and all pupils’ needs are catered for.  

• Work with parents to gain a better understanding of their child, and involve them in all stages of their 
child’s education. This includes supporting them in terms of understanding SEND procedures and 
practices, providing regular reports on their child’s progress, and providing information on the 
provisions for pupils within the school as a whole, and the effectiveness of the SEND Policy and the 
school’s SEND work.  

• Work with and in support of outside agencies when the pupils’ needs cannot be met by the school 
alone. Create a school environment where pupils feel safe to voice their opinions of their own needs. 
This will be made easier by carefully monitoring the progress of all pupils. Pupil participation is a 
right. This will be reflected in decision-making but also encouraged through wider opportunities for 
participation in school life. 

For more information about SEND at South Avenue Primary School please see our SEND policy and 
information report.  

 

Parents as Partners  

At South Avenue Primary School, we recognise that children learn to be strong in independence from having 
secure relationships in place. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children 
and their families.  

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the contribution they 
make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do 
this through:  

• talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school through home visits and nursery 
visits.  

• encouraging parents to support their child’s independence by providing them with information of functional 
tasks which will help their child to prepare for school  

• Supporting children through the transition from pre-school to Reception, with the children attending transition 
stay and play sessions in the Summer term before they are due to start school. Also, all families are offered a 
home visit to have a more individual conversation with the Reception staff. Thus, enabling staff and parents to 
get to know each other, as well as supporting the children to settle in their new environment.  

• Inviting all parents to regular home learning afternoons and workshops during the Reception year in order to 
detail how we aim to work with their child particularly in relation to Communication and Language, Physical 
Development, Phonics, Literacy and Maths.  

• Encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. There is a formal meeting for 
parents twice a year at which the teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress in private with the 
teacher. Parents also receive a full report about their child’s attainment and progress. Teachers have an 
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open-door policy and are available to see parents daily before school and after school as appropriate. Where 
face to face meetings cannot take place telephone calls are offered.  

• Providing parents opportunities to celebrate their child’s learning and development by coming into school to 
share their work and achievements whenever possible.  

Enabling Environments  

We aim to create an attractive and stimulating learning environment where children feel confident, secure and 
challenged. The children have daily access to an indoor and outdoor environment that is set up with planned 
continuous provision and enhanced with discrete learning opportunities, allowing imagination to grow. 
Effective learning builds and extends upon prior learning and following children’s interest. This planning is 
informed by observations of the children to ensure we follow and build upon their current interests and 
experiences. Play based learning is paramount and children direct their own learning from carefully planned 
opportunities provided by staff. Staff enhance play, scaffold and extend as needed to further individual 
learning and continually provide next step challenges. 

The importance of play 

‘Play is fundamental to young children’s learning and development. Children learn best when they are actively 
involved in enjoyable, absorbing and stimulating activities’ 

At South Avenue Primary School, we are aware of how children learn and develop most effectively in the 
Early Years. We know that effective education requires an appropriate curriculum and practitioners who 
understand and are able to implement the curriculum requirements. We believe that the most useful learning 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage arises from play; which allows children to develop understanding and 
gain confidence in their own abilities almost as a by-product of having fun. 

Play provides an opportunity for children to understand themselves, their culture and language, other people 
in the world and make sense of real-life situations. Play provides opportunities for exploration, investigation, 
problem solving and for children to practise their skills. It provides opportunities for them to represent their 
familiar experiences and use what they have learned in a variety of ways. 

At South Avenue Primary school our major focus is that play needs to be child-initiated in order that children 
can begin to make their own decisions and select what they do. Each day the children take part in child-
initiated sessions during both the morning and afternoon. Whilst the planning for these sessions is based 
upon the children’s interest, we also ensure that a balance is provided across the curriculum. 

We value the importance of play at South Avenue Primary School because; 

• It is the natural and most enjoyable way for children to learn 

• It is an essential part of enabling the learning process to be effective 

• It allows children to develop, consolidate and apply new skills and ideas, investigate, experiment and 
solve problems, explore and make sense of the world around them. They learn to make choices, 
decisions and to take risks without fear of failure. 

• Enable children to be in charge of their own learning 

• Enables children to develop their personal qualities and attitudes and to develop social skills and form 
relationships 

• It allows children to reap the benefits of learning both indoors and outdoors 
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At South Avenue Primary School, we believe that play should have a balance between child-initiated and 
adult led tasks. The adult led tasks are planned and purposeful in order to extend and support learning. We 
commit a great deal of time to ensuring that learning takes place in a well-structured environment and within a 
meaningful context. 

 

Structure of the EYFS  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. At 
South Avenue Primary School, children join the Reception class in the year that they turn five. We have two 
Reception classes at South Avenue Primary School and they are taught by qualified primary school teachers. 
The classes also have a full time, experienced EYFS teaching assistant. Extra teaching assistants are 
employed for children who have an Education Health and Care Plan. 

Curriculum 
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 EYFS statutory framework. 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and            
inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive.  

The prime areas are: 

• Communication and language 

• Physical development 

• Personal, social and emotional development  

 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world 

• Expressive arts and design 

 

Planning and Teacher initiated activities will reflect on the different ways that children learn and reflect these 
in their practice. We believe it essential that the Characteristics of Effective Learning underpin all our Early 
Years Practice. 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning are;  

• Playing and exploring (engagement) – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 
through hands on activities, recreating and representing in their own play and developing narrative 
thought, appreciation of different perspectives and symbolic thinking.  

• Active learning (motivation) – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy achievements, supporting resilience and developing motivation.  

• Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for solving problems and being inventive.  

 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix 
of adult-led and child-initiated activities based on a theme; which is equally flexible to meet the needs of the 
children. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, loosely guiding their development 
through warm, positive interaction.  
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At South Avenue Primary School, we focus strongly on the 3 prime areas within the first term of school as 
they form the foundation for successful learning in the other 4 specific areas. The 3 prime areas reflect the key 
skills and capacities all children need to develop and learn effectively. As children grow older, and as their 
development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more equal focus on all areas of learning and 
increased adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 

A range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences are provided, in which children explore, think creatively and 
are active. We aim to develop and foster positive attitudes towards learning, confidence, communication and 
physical development. This is carried out through a series of themes or topics which are planned using the 
EYFS documents. 

Children have whole class and small group sessions which include times for daily phonics learning using 
‘Essential Letters and Sounds’, Mathematics and Literacy, including shared reading and writing. 

The Curriculum is delivered using a play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS. 

‘Each area of learning and development must be implemented through planned, purposeful play and through 
a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities’ 

 

Assessment 
Baseline assessment  
On entry to school all children will complete both the DfE baseline assessment requirement- Reception 
Baseline Assessment (RBA) focusing on their Literacy and Mathematical knowledge. All assessments are 
undertaken through observation. This Baseline assessment will inform future differentiated planning for each 
child and help to monitor individual progress. 

Formative assessment 
At South Avenue Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development 
processes. As part of our daily practice, Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests 
and learning styles. These observations are used to shape future planning. We record our observations in a 
variety of ways. Significant observations are recorded and shared with parents using Tapestry, an on-line 
recording system, which also enables evidence to be recorded and used for moderation purposes, showing a 
child’s individual progress. 

Summative assessment 
At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 
Early Learning Goals, indicating whether they are: 

• Meeting expected levels of development 

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the 
profile are shared with parents and/or carers in the form of a written report and through discussion. 

The profile is moderated internally and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent 
assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.   

All the information about the child including their end of year assessments against the profile are shared in 
detail with the Year one teachers as part of our transition process. 

 

Transition 
At South Avenue Primary School, we value all the opportunities to share information and learn about the 
children from those people who know them best, therefore we ensure we provide a comprehensive transition 
period to enable staff, parents and children as many options as possible to meet and share information.  
 
From Pre-school to Reception 
 
During the Summer term prior to a child’s entry into the Reception year, the following procedures have been 
put into place to ensure successful transition;  
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• Parents are invited to a meeting in school, to ensure they know about school procedures, allocation of 
classes and any information they may wish to express. This also provides an opportunity to meet with 
our uniform supplier to discuss any queries and place orders. Also, there is an opportunity to meet our 
school dinner supplier. 

• Reception class teachers offer ‘Meet and the teacher’ sessions  
• The new children are invited in to a ‘stay and play’ session in their allocated class; firstly, with their 

parents and then on their own.  
• Members of staff from South Avenue Primary School make visits to as many feeder settings as 

possible. Telephone conversations and reciprocal visits are also welcomed.  
 
From Reception Class to Key Stage 1  
 
During the final term in Reception, the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. The Profile provides parents 
and carers, staff and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, 
their progress against expected levels. The Profile includes on-going observation, all relevant records held by 
the setting, discussions with parents and carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, parent or carer 
judges can offer a useful contribution.  
Each child’s level of development is assessed against the Early Learning Goals. The profile indicates whether 
children are meeting expected levels of development, or not yet reaching expected levels; Emerging. Year 1 
teachers are given a copy of the Profile report and a meeting takes place between teachers to talk through the 
child’s skills and abilities in relation to the three key Characteristics of Effective Learning. The pupils get 
opportunities to meet their Year 1 teacher and their new classroom throughout the Summer Term so that 
relationships can be formed. Constructive dialogue occurs between Reception and Year 1 teachers about 
each child’s stage of development and learning needs. This then assists with the planning of activities in Year 
1. These discussions continue into their first term in Year 1 and often beyond. 

 

Monitoring arrangements 
This policy will be reviewed and approved every year by the EYFS lead in conjunction with SLT. 

At every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board. 


