
Year 6 Natural Disasters
Key Vocabulary:
Hurricane – strong rotating winds that form 
over warm water.
Tornado - strong rotating winds that form over 
land. 
Earthquake - a violent shaking of the earth 
Volcano – a mountain that erupts lava 
Tsunami – a large, powerful wave 
Tectonic Plates – layers of earth which move 
and make up the earth’s surface What will I find out at the end of this topic?

• I will find out what is inside the Earth.
• I will find out how volcanoes are formed.
• I will find out the different parts of a volcano and what each 

part does.
• I will find out how volcanic eruptions affect people and the 

environment.
• I will find out where natural disasters happen most often 

around the world and why.
• I will find out how earthquakes happen and understand what 

causes the ground to shake.
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What should I already know?
• I can name the seven continents and five 

oceans.
• I can locate the Equator and the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres.
• I know the difference between human and 

physical geography.
• I know that volcanoes and earthquakes are 

physical features.
• I know that rivers can flood and change the 

landscape.
• I know that natural disasters can affect 

people and places.
• I can use maps and atlases to locate countries 

and physical features.


