
How successful were the dinosaurs?  
Dinosaurs ruled the Earth for over 165 million years! This term we will be learning about this fascinating 

period of time. We will look at the ways in which dinosaurs evolved through the Triassic, Jurassic, Cretaceous 

and Cenozoic periods and will learn how the landscape of the planet changed during these times.  

We will also look at variety of different dinosaurs including, tyrannosaurus rex, diplodocus and triceratops 

and their habitats. 

What we already know: 

We have already learnt about the idea of chronological order. We have 

already explored the role important people within society have and how they 

have changed the world or country for the better. 

By the end of the topic I will be able to: 

Place facts in the correct time period and discuss key facts and how to 

record them 

I will be able to explain London’s dinosaur links. I will understand the role 

of a palaeontologist and will be able to explain the end of the dinosaur era. 

I will use a PEEL paragraph to answer the question; How successful were 

the dinosaurs? 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Pre-historic  T-Rex 

Diplodocus  Pterodactyl  

extinction    equator 

Mosasaurus  ancient 

triceratops  era 

Triassic   Jurassic 

Cretaceous  Cenozoic 

Triassic Period 

252 – 201 million years ago 

Dinosaurs are beginning to evolve. 

Jurassic Period 

201 – 145 million years ago 

The first birds began to evolve. 

Cretaceous Period 

145 - 66 million years ago 

Dinosaurs evolved into many shapes 

and sizes. 

Cenozoic Period 

66 million years ago onwards 

Large mammals are the dominant 

creatures. 


